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Carrousel. These brave soldiers, instead of resting
after all their fatigues and perils, had spent the night
cleaning and drying their uniforms about large fires.
A word from the Emperor was their reward.

Marie Louise heard of the victory of Dresden
before leaving Cherbourg. She wrote to the Baron
of M^neval: "My health would be excellent were
it not for my cough, which is very fatiguing; I shall
not do anything for it until I get back to Paris.
Besides, the good news I have heard to-day does me
more good than any medicine. I hope this great vic-
tory will soon bring back the Emperor and, with him,
peace."

This was fortune's last smile. Napoleon, intoxi-
cated with his success, had no suspicion of the disas-
ters that awaited him. The allies had retreated in
disorder through all the roads of the mountains,
which were cumbered with wounded and baggage.
The conqueror, who had them pursued, counted,
for the completion of their defeat, on General
Vandamme's army corps, while he himself, by the
fatigues and exposure of the battle, was compelled
to return to Dresden. But August 30, at Culm, Gen-
eral Vandamme met with defeat, wherewith began
the series of misfortunes which brought about the
successive defections of Bavaria, Wiirtemberg, of all
the Princes of the Confederation of the Rhine, and
culminated in the catastrophe of Leipsic.

Napoleon spent the whole month of September in
manoeuvring in turn against the Prussian army of